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Spotlight on Ayodhya as development plcks up pace

Pawan Dixit
LUCKNOW: The sound of conch
shells.belsand bhajans emanat-
ing from hundrodsf tempes dot
ting Avodia's serpentine anesis
oday lost in the loud noise of
machinery and carthmovers,
symboling heongoing ransor
mation of an ancient city o4
gk g

‘Nong with e consruction of
agrand Ram tempe.which s 0
beopened n January 2024, Avo-
dhya sl bracing fora major
ransormaton.withthe v Ao
dya bearin e or o rese
blance with the o iy thatfound
mention i the Vedas.

T disrct adminisraton i
scrumbling o meeightdadines
toceateamedem iy which wil
atract tourists from allover the
workd. The under-construction

Intermational irport s xpeced o
e rady by Sepember 3 the

.
Vande Bharat fast train was
aunched on July 7, covering
approximaly 13k disance
between Lucknow and Avhyain
alitleover our hours.

geshlar crossing where around
500 labourers are working
aroundhe-clock to complete a
21000-crore project for widening
threeroads.

Moving towards Hanuman
‘Garhi,which llestothe catof the
temple. one can sce demolished
old houses and shops on both
s the oad: the Lk stetch
from Naya Gha to Sahadatganj s
partofthe road widening project
in the temple town. This arterial
roud connecting Ayodhya Dham
with Faizabad (now Ayodhya) is
‘considered the lfeline f the iy,
‘and currentl,tisalldug up.

Around 800 shops and houses.
have been demolished on the
B strech of whats nowcalled
Ram Path. Mrigendra Kumar.
whorunsa sweetmet shopatthe
Naya Ghat crossing has given up
more than hlfof his shap forthe
project Thave st halfof my shop
1o the Ram Path project. It was
almost double i size s compured
oits present stats,” hesaid. The
heritage bungalow of Ayodhya

‘mayor Mahant Girsh Pt Tripath.
alsolieson thisstresch o the Fam
Path — butit was fortunately out
side the purview ofthe oad wi
ening projct.

(THEN & NOW) From et Babri Masjd structurein Ayodhya: the temporary empe,which was asiclly  tent and Bhumi Pujan at the st by PM Narendra Modi and CM Yogi Adityanath

way for the 00-metre Bk Path.

While Mrigendra is worried
aboutloss of business othersare
more sanguine about the future.
Mannu Lal a second-generation
flower vendor who sits by the
stais ofthe Hanurman Garhiten-
ple sad: “After construction of
Fam Mandir began footfallofdev-
otees at Hanuman Garhi has
increased manifold My business
willmprove once the Ram emple

projects
“The enormity of the ongoing

grimage
cost 232,000 crore approx — is
evident as one enters Ayodh

from the Naya Ghat crossi

[ push
“The change i clearly evident as
one raches the Shringar Hatbar
e, thelast sop for vehiciesafew
meres ahead of the Hanuman
‘Garhi temple. The narrow road
Jeading o Hanuman Garhi, doted
by shops on both sides, is now
around 14 metres wide. Shops
havebeen halfdemolished to pave:

Ram Janmabhoom via Sugreey
Qila. Sweetmeat shops on both
sides of the road are doing brisk
business.

‘The Hanuman Garhi Trust
owns mestof the shops n thetem-
plcs vicniy.

Raju Das, prest of Hanuman
Gar aye ah shup owneesdi-
placed by the development have
been allotied shops near thetem-
ple.” The shopleepers were pay-
Ingrentfor the past 50 060 years
ormore. They were paying €600
275. Some had even sublet the
shops on a monthly rent of
210,000 0 25000, he added.
‘These three roads surround the
emple

Railway station, airport
togeta facelft

The UP g has also
spproved widening of the Panch
Kaosi, which pases through Ayo-
dhyacityand l4-Kosi Parikrama
Marg which covers outskirts of
the city. Around 2,600 houses
‘and commercial establishments
will be demolished for the
project. Another_signature
change in Ayodhya wil be trans-
formation of the Ayodhya rail-
way station. The statior

The under-construction Ram Mandirin Ayodhya,

designed to give it a look of a
temple s among several projcts
ofthe Centre under exccution in
the temple town. The 250-crore
project i almost eady for inau
guration.

Thentheres the Maryada Pur-
ushottam ShriRarn Iternational
Airport in Ayodhya that will
become operational before the
Ram tempie s opened for devo-
tees. Dignitaries from New Delhi
and other parts of the country
willland directy in Ayodhya for
the temple opening, with the
Airports Authority of ndia (AAD)
working towards make it opera
tional before January 2024. The
airportis coming up on 52l acre
Tand and the project will cost
WD crore.

“The UP civil aviation depar:
ment signed a lease agreement

fortransfer of 31785
AT for the Ayodhya airport
on Aprl 7, 2022.

Construction work ofth first
‘phase ofthe three phase airport
s near completion. According to
Ayodhya distict officials, con-
struction work of the airport’s
terminal buikding s around 75%
complete.

‘A 2200-metre runway s near
‘completion and two more run-
ways would come upin the sec
‘ond and third phases. The air-
‘port will have a parking facli
for 24 aireraft and a night land-
ing facilty.

Initaly, smal aircraf having
Scating capacty for 60 passen:
gers will and a theairport,but
by 2025, when thefinal phase of
the airport s completed, it will
be readyfor Boeingairplanes.

According o Al officals, the
airport’s entrance and the main
building wil give passengers a
el for Ayodhya. The elevation
of the airport building will
resemble the Ram tempie, they
add. "We have envisioned Ayo-
dhya as a 2ist century world-
clas ity which hasall thefacl
tiesof modernity but draws from
the raditonal principies of what
Ayodhya has always been
known for” said architect Dk
shu Kukrejo.

Kukreja, Delhi-based archi-
tect, has submitted his develop-
ment plan for Ayodhya to the
Avodhya Development Author-
ty. Whether ts the old city or
the Sarayu rverfront or the mar-
ket places, al of these aspects
il come together toform a new
ensemble, he added.
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Ayodhya’s transformation in spotlight
as development pl'Q]CCtS pick up pace

Pawan Dixit
pawan duxt@hthive.com

LUCKNOW: The sound of conch
shells,bells and bhajans, emanat-
ing from hundreds of temples dot-
ting Ayodhya's serpentine lanes s
today lost in the loud noise of
machinery and earthmovers,
symbolising the ongoing transfor-
mation of an ancient city to a

modem; cen-
tre.

‘Along with the construction of
agrand Ram temple, which is to
beopened in January 2024, Ayo-
dhya is also bracing for a major
transformation, with the new Ayo-
dhya bearing little or no resem-
blance with the old city that found
‘mention in the Vedas.

‘The district administration is
scrambling to meet tight deadlines
tocreate a modemn city which will
attract tourists from all over the
world. The under-construction

international airport is expected to
be ready by September 23 ; the
Gorakhpurvia Ayodhya

Vande Bharat fast train was
launched on July 7, covering
approximately 135-km distance
between Lucknow and Ayodhyain
alittleover four hours.

Development projects

The enormity of the ongoing
developmentin the erstwhile tem-
‘ple town which wants to become a
pre-eminent city on the Hindu pil-
grimage circuit—one estimated to

cost 232,000 crore approx — is
evident as one enters Ayodhya
from the Naya Ghat crossing,
which is now called the Lata Man-
geshkar crossing, where around
900 labourers are working
around-the-clock to complete a
21000-crore project for widening
three roads.

Moving towards Hanuman
Garhi,whichlies o the eastof the
temple, one can see demolished
old houses and shops on both
sides of the road ; the I3-km stretch
from Naya Ghat to Sahadatganj is
partof the road widening project
in the temple town. This arterial
road connecting Ayodhya Dham
with Faizabad (now Ayodhya) is
considered the lifeline of the city,
and currently, it isall dug up.

Around 800 shops and houses
have been demolished on the
13-km stretch of what s now called
Ram Path. Mrigendra Kumar,
whoruns a sweetmeat shopat the
Naya Ghat crossing, has given up
‘more than half of his shop for the
project T have lost half of my shop
to the Ram Path project. It was
almost double n size as compared
toits presentstatus.” he aid. The
heritage bungalow of Ayodhya
‘mayor Mahant Girish Pati Tripathi
alsolieson this stretch of the Ram
Path — but it was fortunately out-
side the purview of the road-wid-
ening project.

Connectivity push
The change is clearly evident as

The revamped railway station is among several projects of the

Centreunder execution in Ayodhya.

one reaches the Shringar Hat bar-
rier, the last stop for vehicles a few
metres ahead of the Hanuman
Garhi temple. The narrow road
leading to Hanuman Garhi, dotted
by shops on both sides, is now
around 14 metres wide. Shops
have been half demolished to pave
‘way for the 800-metre Bhaka Path.

While Mrigendra is worried
about loss of business others are
‘more sanguine about the future.
Mannu Lal, a neration
flower vendor who sits by the
stairs of the Hanuman Garhi tem-
ple said: “After construction of
Ram Mandir began, footfall of dev-
otees at Hanuman Garhi has
increased manifold. My business
willimprove once the Ram temple
is opened for devotees.

The shortest of the three road

RAVINDER SINGHHT

projects is the 570-metre-long
Ram Janmabhoomi Path. Starting
from Birla Mandir, it leads to the
Ram Janmabhoomi via Sugreev
Qila. Sweetmeat shops on both
sides of the road are doing brisk
business

The Hanuman Garhi Trust
owns mostof the shops in the tem-
plesvicinity.

Raju Das, priest of Hanuman
Garhi says all shop owners dis-
placed by the development have *
beenallotted shops near the tem-
ple”.The shopkeepers were pay-

ing rent for the past 500 60years
ormore. They were paying 260to
275. Some had even sublet the
shops on a monthly rent of
210,000 to 215000 he added.
‘These three roads surround the
temple.

Railway station, airport
to get a facelift

The UP government has also
approved widening of the Panch
Kosi, which passes through Ayo-
dhya city and 14-Kosi Parikrama
Marg which covers outskirts of
the city. Around 2,600 houses
and commercial establishments
will be demolished for the
project. Another signature
change in Ayodhya will be trans-
formation of the Ayodhya rail-
way station. The station,
designed to give it a look of a
temple is among several projects
of the Centre under execution in
the temple town. The 2150-crore
project is almost ready for inau-
guration.

Then there s the Maryada Pur-
ushottam Shri Ram International
Airport in Ayodhya that will
become operational before the
Ram temple is opened for devo-
tees. Dignitaries from New Delhi
and other parts of the country
will land directly in Ayodhya for
the temple opening, with the
Airports Authority of India (AAT)
working towards make it opera-
tional before January 2024. The
airport is coming up on 82l-acre
land and the project will cost
320 crore.

The UP civil aviation depart-
ment signed a lease agreement
for transfer of 317.855-acre land
to AAI for the Ayodhya airport
on April 7, 2022.

Construction work of the first

phase of the three-phase airport
is near completion. According to
Ayodhya district officials, con-
struction work of the airport's
terminal building is around 75%
complete. A 2200-metre runway
is near completion and two
‘more runways would come up in
the second and third phases. The
airport will have a parking facil-
ity for 24 aircraft and a night
landing facility.

Initially, small aircraft having
seating capacity for 60 passen-
gers will land at the airport, but
by 2025, when the final phase of
the airport is completed, it will
be ready for Boeing airplanes.

According to AAI officials, the
airport's entrance and the main
building will give passengers a
feel for Ayodhya. The elevation
of the airport building will
resemble the Ram temple, they
add. “We have envisioned Ayo-
dhya as a 2lst century world-
class city which has all the facili-
ties of modernity but draws from
the traditional principles of what
Ayodhya has always been
known for,” said architect Dik-
shu Kukreja.

Kukreja, a Delhi-based archi-
tect, has submitted his develop-
ment plan for Ayodhya to the
Ayodhya Development Author-
ity. Whether it is the old city or
the Sarayu riverfront o the mar-
ket places, all of these aspects
will come together to form a new
ensemble, he added.
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Spotlight on Ayodhya as
development picks up pace

Pawan Dixit
pawan dixit @htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The sound of conch
shells, bells and bhajans, emanat-
ing from hundreds of temples
dotting Ayodhya's serpentine
lanes is today lost in the loud
noise of machinery and earth-
‘movers, symbolising the ongoing
transformation of an ancient city
toa sprawling modemn pilgrimage
centre.

Along with the construction of
a grand Ram temple, which is to
be opened in January 2024, Ayo-
dhya is also bracing for a major
transformation, with the new
Ayodhya bearing little or no
resemblance with the old city that
found mention in the Vedas.

‘The district administration is
scrambling to meet tight dead-
lines to create a modern city
‘which will attract tourists from all
over the world. The under-con-
struction international airport is
expected to be ready by Septem-
ber 23; the Lucknow-Gorakhpur
via Ayodhya Vande Bharat fast
train was launched on July 7, cov-
ering approximately 135-km dis-
tance between Lucknow and Ayo-
dhya in a little over four hours.

Development projects
The enormity of the ongoing
development in the erstwhile
temple town which wants to
become a pre-eminent city on the
Hindu pilgrimage circuit — one
estimated to cost ¥32,000 crore
approx —is evident as one enters
Ayodhya from the Naya Ghat
crossing, which is now called the
Lata crossing, where
around 900 labourers are work-
ingaround-the-clock to complete
a31,000-crore project for widen-
ing three roads.

Moving towards Hanuman
Garhi, which lies to the east of the
temple, one can see demolished
old houses and shops on both
sides of the road ; the 13-km
stretch from Naya Ghat to Sahad-
atganj is part of the road widening
project in the temple town. This
arterial road connecting Ayodhya
Dham with Faizabad (now Ayo-
dhya) is considered the lifeline of
the city, and currently, itis all dug
up.

Around 800 shops and houses
have been demolished on the
13-km stretch of what is now
called Ram Path. Mrigendra
Kumar, who runs a sweetmeat
shop at the Naya Ghat crossing,
‘has given up more than half of his
shop for the project. “I have lost
half of my shop to the Ram Path
project. It was almost double in
size as compared o its present
status,” he said. The heritage
bungalow of Ayodhya mayor
Mahant Girish Pati Tripathi also
lies on this stretch of the Ram
Path - but it was fortunately out-
side the purview of the road-wid-
ening project.

Connectivity push

The change is clearly evident as
one reaches the Shringar Hat bar-
rier, the last stop for vehicles a
few metres ahead of the Hanu-

Babri Masjid structure in Ayodhya; the temporary temple, which was basically a tent.

Ayodhya. On the left is the ground floor of the Ram temple complex

man Garhi temple. The narrow
road leading to Hanuman Garhi,
dotted by shops on both sides, is
now around 14 metres wide.
Shops have been half demolished
to pave way for the 800-metre
Bhakti Path.

While Mrigendra is worried
about loss of business others are
more sanguine about the future.
Mannu Lal, a second-generation
flower vendor who sits by the
stairs of the Hanuman Garhi tem-
ple said: “After construction of
Ram Mandir began, footfall of
devotees at Hanuman Garhi has
increased manifold. My business
will improve once the Ram tem-
ple is opened for devotees.

‘The shortest of the three road
projects is the 570-metre-long
Ram Janmabhoomi Path. Start-
ing from Birla Mandir, it leads to
the Ram Janmabhoomi via
Sugreev Qila. Sweetmeat shops
on both sides of the road are
doing brisk business.

The Hanuman Garhi Trust
owns most of the shops in the
temple’s vicinity.

Raju Das, priest of Hanuman
Garhi says all shop owners dis-
placed by the development have *
been allotted shops near the tem-
ple”. " The shopkeepers were pay-
ing rent for the past 50 to 60 years
or more. They were paying 360 to
275. Some had even sublet the
shops on a monthly rent of
210,000 to 15000," he added.
These three roads surround the
temple.

Railway station, airport
to get a facelift

The UP government has also
approved widening of the Panch
Kosi, which passes through
Ayodhya city and 14-Kosi Pari-
krama Marg which covers out-
skirts of the city. Around 2,600
houses and commercial estab-
lishments will be demolished
for the project. Another signa-
ture change in Ayodhya will be
transformation of the Ayodhya
railway station. The station,
designed to give it a look of a
temple is among several pro-
Jjects of the Centre under execu-
tion in the temple town. The
150-crore project is almost
ready for inauguration.

Then there is the Maryada Pur-
ushottam Shri Ram International
Airport in Ayodhya that will
become operational before the
Ram temple is opened for devo-
tees. Dignitaries from New
Delhi and other parts of the
country will land directly in
Ayodhya for the temple open-
ing, with the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) working towards
make it operational before Jan-
uary 2024. The airport is com-
ing up on 82l-acre land and the
project will cost 320 crore.

‘The UP civil aviation depart-
ment signed a lease agreement
for transfer of 317.855-acre land
to AAI for the Ayodhya airport
on April 7,2022.

Construction work of the first
phase of the three-phase airport

FILEPHOTOS
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is near completion. According
to Ayodhya district officials,
construction work of the air-
port’s terminal building is
around 75% complete.

A 2200-metre runway is near
completion and two more run-
ways would come up in the sec-
ond and third phases. The air-
port will have a parking facility
for 24 aircraft and a night land-
ing facility.

Initially, small aircraft having
seating capacity for 60 passen-
gers will land at the airport, but
by 2025, when the final phase
of the airport is completed, it
will be ready for Boeing air-
planes.

According to AAI officials,
the airport’s entrance and the
‘main building will give passen-
gersa feel for Ayodhya. The ele-
vation of the airport building
will resemble the Ram temple,
they add. “We have envisioned
Ayodhya as a 2lIst century
world-class city which has all
the facilities of modernity but
draws from the traditional prin-
ciples of what Ayodhya has
always been known for,” said
architect Dikshu Kukreja.

Kukreja, a Delhi-based archi-
tect, has submitted his develop-
ment plan for Ayodhya to the
Ayodhya Development Author-
ity. Whether it is the old city or
the Sarayu riverfront or the
market places, all of these
aspects will come together to
form a new ensemble, he added.
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Ayodhya’s transformation in spotlight
as development prQ]ects pick up pace

Pawan Dixit
pawan dixit@hthive com

LUCKNOW: The sound of conch
shells, bells and bhajans, emanat-
ing from hundreds of temples dot-
ting Ayodhya's serpentine lanes is
today lost in the loud noise of
machinery and earthmovers,
symbolising the ongoing transfor-
mation of an ancient city to a

‘modemn pilgrimage cen-
tre.

Along with the construction of
a grand Ram temple, which is to
be opened in January 2024, Ayo-
dhya is also bracing for a major
transformation, with the new Ayo-
dhya bearing little or no resem-
blance with the old city that found
mention in the Vedas.

The district administration is
scrambling to meet tight deadlines
tocreate a modemn city which will
attract tourists from all over the
world. The under-construction
international airport is expected to
be ready by September 23 ; the
Lucknow-Gorakhpur via Ayodhya
Vande Bharat fast train was
launched on July 7, covering
approximately 135-km distance
between Lucknow and Ayodhya in
alittle over four hours.

Development projects

The enormity of the ongoing
development in the erstwhile tem-
ple town which wants to become a
pre-eminent city on the Hindu pil-
grimage circuit —one estimated to

cost 332,000 crore approx — is
evident as one enters Ayodhya
from the Naya Ghat crossing,
which is now called the Lata Man-

geshkar crossing, where around
900 labourers are working
around-the-clock to complete a
21,000-crore project for widening
three roads.

Moving towards Hanuman
Garhi, which lies to the east of the
temple, one can see demolished
old houses and shops on both
sides of the road ; the 13-km stretch
from Naya Ghat to Sahadatganj is
part of the road widening project
in the temple town. This arterial
road connecting Ayodhya Dham
with Faizabad (now Ayodhya) is
considered the lifeline of the city,
and currently, it isall dug up.

Around 800 shops and houses
have been demolished on the
13-km stretch of what is now called
Ram Path. Mrigendra Kumar,
‘who runs a sweetmeat shop at the
Naya Ghat crossing, has given up
more than half of his shop for the
project. ‘T have lost half of my shop
to the Ram Path project. It was
almost double in size as compared
toits present status,” he said. The
heritage bungalow of Ayodhya
'mayor Mahant Girish Pati Tripathi
also lies on this stretch of the Ram
Path — but it was fortunately out-
side the purview of the road-wid-
ening project.

Connectivity push
The change is clearly evident as

The revamped railway station is among several projects of the

Centre under execution in Ayodhya.

one reaches the Shringar Hat bar-
rier, the last stop for vehicles a few
metres ahead of the Hanuman
Garhi temple. The narrow road
leading to Hanuman Garhi, dotted
by shops on both sides, is now
around 14 metres wide. Shops
have been half demolished to pave
‘way for the 800-metre Bhakti Path.

While Mrigendra is worried
about loss of business others are
more sanguine about the future.
Mannu Lal, a second-generation
flower vendor who sits by the
stairs of the Hanuman Garhi tem-
ple said: “After construction of
Ram Mandir began, footfall of dev-
otees at Hanuman Garhi has
increased manifold. My business
‘will improve once the Ram temple
is opened for devotees.

The shortest of the three road

RAVINDER SINGH/HT

projects is the 570-metre-long
Ram Janmabhoomi Path. Starting
from Birla Mandir, it leads to the
Ram Janmabhoomi via Sugreev
Qila. Sweetmeat shops on both
sides of the road are doing brisk
business.

The Hanuman Garhi Trust
©owns most of the shops in the tem-
ple’s vicinity.

Raju Das, priest of Hanuman
Garhi says all shop owners dis-
placed by the development have *
been allotted shops near the tem-
ple”. “ The shopkeepers were pay-
ing rent for the past 50 to 60 years
or more. They were paying 260to
75. Some had even sublet the
shops on a monthly rent of
10,000 to 15000," he added.
These three roads surround the
temple.

Railway station, airport
to get a facelift

The UP government has also
approved widening of the Panch
Kosi, which passes through Ayo-
dhya city and 14-Kosi Parikrama
Marg which covers outskirts of
the city. Around 2,600 houses
and commercial establishments
will be demolished for the
project. Another signature
change in Ayodhya will be trans-
formation of the Ayodhya rail-
way station. The station,
designed to give it a look of a
temple is among several projects
of the Centre under execution in
the temple town. The ¥50-crore
project is almost ready for inau-
guration.

Then there is the Maryada Pur-
ushottam Shri Ram International
Airport in Ayodhya that will
become operational before the
Ram temple is opened for devo-
tees. Dignitaries from New Delhi
and other parts of the country
will land directly in Ayodhya for
the temple opening, with the
Airports Authority of India (AAI)
working towards make it opera-
tional before January 2024. The
airport is coming up on 82l-acre
land and the project will cost
3320 crore.

The UP civil aviation depart-
ment signed a lease agreement
for transfer of 317.855-acre land
to AAI for the Ayodhya airport
on April 7,2022.

Construction work of the first

phase of the three-phase airport
is near completion. According to
Ayodhya district officials, con-
struction work of the airport’s
terminal building is around 75%
complete. A 2200-metre runway
is near completion and two
more runways would come up in
the second and third phases. The
airport will have a parking facil-
ity for 24 aircraft and a night
landing facility.

Initially, small aircraft having
seating capacity for 60 passen-
gers will land at the airport, but
by 2025, when the final phase of
the airport is completed, it will
be ready for Boeing airplanes.

According to AAl officials, the
airport’s entrance and the main
building will give passengers a
feel for Ayodhya. The elevation
of the airport building will
resemble the Ram temple, they
add. “We have envisioned Ayo-
dhya as a 2Ist century world-
class city which has all the facili-
ties of modernity but draws from
the traditional principles of what
Ayodhya has always been
known for,” said architect Dik-
shu Kukreja.

Kukreja, a Delhi-based archi-
tect, has submitted his develop-
ment plan for Ayodhya to the
Ayodhya Development Author-
ity. Whether it is the old city or
the Sarayu riverfront or the mar-
ket places, all of these aspects
will come together to form a new
ensemble, he added.
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MP Work on 108 ft tall statute of Adi
Shankaracharya begins at Omkareshwar

PTI

Bhopal, May 5 (PTI) Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and noted spiritual
gurus on Friday visited Omkareshwar, where a 108-feet tall statute of Adi Shankaracharya
called "Statue of Oneness" will be built along with a grand museum ‘Advaita Lok’ and an
institute of Advaita Vedanta.

As per a release, the work on the multi-metal statue, the museum and institute was set in
motion on Friday by tolling the bell of oneness and spreading the tremor of the profound,
inclusive Vedantic philosophy unto each soul in the country and to the rest of the globe.

“Today's event marked the beginning of the first phase of work at the site of this mammoth
project. This architectural wonder was envisioned by the Madhya Pradesh government, under
the guidance of the Acharya Shankar Sanskritik Ekta Nyas and the MPSTDC (Madhya Pradesh
State Tourism Development Corporation),” the release said.

The statue will be accompanied by a museum complex, fashioned with traditional temple
architecture style. It will have 3D hologram projection galleries, artworks, a wide-screen
theatre and a cultural boat ride called Advaita Narmada Vihar, where the visitors will be
embarking on an audio-visual journey through the great teachings and anecdotes of Adi
Shankaracharya, it said.

Shri Adi Shankaracharya International Institute of Advaita Vedanta will be a centre for further
study, understanding and sharing of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Vedanta, the
release said.

The principal architect of the Statue of Oneness, Dikshu C Kukreja was also present on the
occasion. This gigantic project has been designed by CP Kukreja Architects.

“We are privileged that masters of such stature have arrived to offer their expertise on the
Ekatma Dham. We hope the Ekatma Dham will keep alive the teachings of Shri Adi
Shankaracharya and that it becomes one of the most revered spiritual destinations,” a release
quoting the chief minister and issued by Daaji-Spiritual Guide of Heartfulness said. PTI MAS
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(This story has not been edited by THE WEEK and is auto-generated from PTI)
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An efficient public transport system
transforms a city into a smart city

In the Union Budget 2021-22, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has made much-
required provisions for the green mobility and public transport system. As per the budget
announcements, we can see a plan to increase public buses running in many Indian cities.
The cities with more than five lakh plus people will be getting more than 20,000 buses.
Such cities include Union Territories, Hill cities and capitals of North East States, etc.

Bme

0 February, 2021 & Print this article
by Dikshu C Kukreja T1 Font size 16

The safe and quick movement of people and resources across locations in a city is essential to transform it into a smart city. In
the Union Budget 2021-22, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has made much-required provisions for the green mobility and
public transport system. As per the budget announcements, we can see a plan to increase public buses running in many Indian
cities. The cities with more than five lakh plus people will be getting more than 20,000 buses. Such cities include Union
Territories, Hill cities and capitals of North East States, etc. It is a welcome move by the finance minister as inducting new buses
will improve urban mobility in our country.

A clean and sustainable transportation system is very significant for cities. It is clear that the Union Budget 2021-22 emphasizes
on increasing public transport in urban areas. A budgetary provision of Rs 18,000 crore shows the seriousness of the
government in this regard. But is this provision enough for such a big task? No, it's not, as we may need 10 times more amount,
but no amount shall be enough unless we look at it holistically.

To achieve the goal of clean transportation services in the cities, a new scheme will be launched to expand public bus transport
services. Under this, the innovative PPP model will be implemented, under which private sector operators will have the
opportunity to manage the purchase, operation, maintenance and finance of over 20,000 buses.

Allocation of Budget and announcement are fine, but the most important factor is implementation. Visions and plans may look
very promising on paper, but only if executed efficiently can they only benefit the nation and the people. We need to see how
these great ideas can be translated into ground reality. There are numerous examples of projects which are the outcome of the
ambitious government policies but could not be implemented well because of financial or other critical issues

A sustainable future lies only with an efficient environment-friendly public transport system. Cities like London, New York did it
more than 100 years ago. It is high time for us to embrace this modern system and give our people a better present and future.
Although we understand the importance of green mobility and PPP model in transforming the public bus transport system, the
policy of scrapping private vehicles is quite counter productive & planners. Data shows that vehicular pollution is more caused
by commercial vehicles rather than private vehicles which are mostly incorporating high efficiency, low polluting engines.

Better city planning can transform small cities into smart cities. Architects are the visionaries. They are trained to look into the
future and find solutions. They can forecast future problems and can make master plans accordingly. Administrators must
acknowledge and respect their expertise. Construction debris, trucks frequently moving in the cities, and stubble burning can
derail the objective of green mobility and smart city. So all concerned authorities and professionals should ensure that measures
should be taken to keep the city clean & sustainable

Disclaimer: The views expressed in the article above are those of the authors’ and do not necessarily represent or reflect the views of this
publishing house

About the author

Dikshu C Kukreja

Infrastructure Expert and Environmental Planner
Visit the Author page >>
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Here's how your living space
has changed forever

Whether it is a home office or pure me-time, our pandemic lifestyle has changed
how we design our homes and cultivate a healthy relationship with our living
spaces. Here are the emerging trends
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and had so much more time
on our hands; we decided, why
not? We ended up turning our
half room, which we intended
to make as a walk-in closst,
into a home office. Gur balcony
became our refuge area (read:
for ‘me’ time and yoga) and we
brought the outdoors in through
potted plants everywhere,” adds
Jenny Coutinho.
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rgy effcient lighting for sustainable development
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s'ﬂ Rea]tyCheck Fresh takes, in-depth analysis and opinions from our esteemed panel of industry leadefs ,\ :

Energy efficient lighting for sustainable

development

With the advent of development in the field of lighting engineering and power electronics, lighting fixtures with higher
efficacies (low power, but high lumen output) have become need of hour and therefore energy trends related to

lighting have undergone a huge phase shift.

Dikshu C. Kukreja = Feb 16,2021, 06.44 PM IST

Dikshu C. Kukreja
Managing Principal, C. P. Kukreja Architects

In design of any space — be it exterior or interior, lighting design and selection
plays a vital role. When designed in the right manner, it not only creates an
exemplary aesthetics but also eases our visionary senses and enhances our
working capabilities.

As the world moves ahead, one can see the increased interest of the customers
being cautious with their selection.

A good lighting design also takes energy consumption into consideration as much
as other parameters such as the required lux levels, uniformity, low glare indexes,
color temperatures and optical properties of fixtures.

With the advent of development in the field of lighting engineering and power
electronics, lighting fixtures with higher efficacies (low power, but high lumen
output) have become need of hour and therefore energy trends related to lighting
have undergone a huge phase shift

Energy consumed in lighting have dropped down tremendously in last two
decades due to energy efficient LED lighting. LED lighting has replaced CFL,
incandescent lamps, HPSV lamps in almost all critical segments of building and
industries including critical Industrial and healthcare facilities. Some key aspects
of an efficient lighting design are explained below:

Selection of energy efficient lighting fixtures:

This includes selection of right fixture with higher efficacies, which means higher
lumens / watt. Efficacies of LED fixtures ranges from 100 to 150 lumens / watt and
therefore right selection can lead to huge energy savings hence resulting in low
OPEX of building in many critical segments specially those which are 24 x 7
operated

Switching & Dimming:

Areas which have good amount of natural lighting, does not need artificial lighting.
Similarly, enclosed spaces where lighting is required for some manual work, does
not need artificial lighting with no occupancy. Hence integrating lights with
vacancy/occupancy and daylight sensors in these areas for switching and
dimming of lights helps in saving electrical energy.

smart Scheduling:

Buildings/areas within buildings with almost fixed schedule of operations can be
integrated with BMS where BMS monitors and controls the lighting fixtures.

Use of Natural Lighting:

Technologies like light pipes, which brings natural light to areas which do not have
natural lights by providing light a medium to travel, from the areas which have
enough natural light. Through optical refractions and dispersions. When integrated
with artificial lighting resuits in good amount of energy savings.

At this moment, our designers need to use technology to drive a sustainable living
and attain energy efficient designs. Since lighting comprises an essential aspect of
our lives, through our collected efforts of research about the products and
innovation in designing, we can work towards a livable environment for our future
generations.
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ur Ema

JOIN NOW

(9 o oaty 9 Lsring ness
 vemng @ uerng

1 read Privacy Policy and Temms & Condtions and

3gree 10 raceve newsiene
communications on this e

Other Authors

ind other

=





image27.jpeg
Commercial

SCULPTED SPACES

A CENTRE FOR
LEARNING

CPKA resorts to a sustainable design language for the Human
Resource Development Centre in Greater Noida

Text SEEMA SREEDHARAN /i ages CPKA

% |

“Since Greater Noida is a thriving urban development, we
felt it was imperative to weigh in with effective land-use and
sustainable design features such as energy efficiency, water

recycling and rainwater harvesting.”

- Dikshu C Kukreja, Principal Architect, CPKA

Horme & DesignTrends Vol 8No9 | 2021 | 77
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SCULPTED SPACES

“Keeping in mind the functionality of the Centre, we wanted
the design language to be reflective of a balance between an
educational habitat and a high-spirited learning endeavour.”

- Dikshu C Kukreja, Principal Architect, CPKA

_-_9 G Y s

‘The project included the design of an Administrative cum Academic
Block, a Mult-Purpose Hall, a Gym Building, Hostel Bilding and
‘accommodations for the lecturers as well as the support saff.

Horme & Design Trends Vol 8No9 | 2021 | 34
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SCULPTED SPACES

“Exposed brick expresses an earthy look. To break the
monotony, bands of amber radiate throughout the campus,
highlighting areas such as the grand entrance porch.”

- Dikshu C Kukreja, Principal Architect, CPKA

The entrance porch of the Admiristrative cum Academmic
Block s an extruding element, imposing massive columnar
‘elements that support louvres on the roof.

Home & Design Trends Vol 8No9 | 2021 | 75
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CP Kukreja Foundation for Excellence
donates 5 Lac rupees for under-
pr|V|Ieged chlldren

momo

On the occasion of Teacher's Day, CP Kukreja Foundation for Excellence donates 5 Lac
rupees for underprivileged children through Inner Wheel North-West to an NGO "Shiksha”.

The total amount will be used to procure study tablets for underprivileged children.
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ThelMPACT::

ThelMPACT focuses on ESG, Impact Investing, and advancing the
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Nirmala Sitharaman again
opts for ‘Bahi-Khata'for
Budget

Budget 2021-22: Key
numbers to be watched

Budget 2021 Expectations LIVE UPDATES: Ar. Dikshu Kukreja, Principal Architect & Urban
Designer. CP Kukreja Architect's

*As India strides towards urban development and as the population of the country moves
towards cities, with urban migration continuing unabated, it is expected that within the
next ten years, 40 per cent of the country's population would be living in cities. This
means that we would be requiring a size equivalent to a new Chicago metropolitan area
every year to take care of the large population accumulation due to this urban migration.
It is therefore imperative that we spend the budget with a thrust on the urban
improvement strategies, in addition to some policies which are already in place such as
AMRUT, Smart Cities, etc. These also need to be implemented with a special focus on
aspects of environmental issues such as quality of air and water, land and our natural
resources. We cannot continue to wait and watch as our cities and the quality of living
deteriorates and becomes a health hazard for alL For the country to progress, the thrust
has to remain on infrastructure; one expects more to be spent on education (schools,
skill centres etc). healthcare, public transportation which are going to be the main
drivers of the economy in the coming years
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MP: Work on 108 ft tall statute of Adi Shankarachary

begins at Omkareshwar

PTI 5 May, 2023 09:03 pm IST

0000

Bhopal, May 5 (PTI) Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and noted spiritual
gurus on Friday visited Omkareshwar, where a 108-feet tall statute of Adi Shankaracharya
called “Statue of Oneness” will be built along with a grand museum ‘Advaita Lok’ and an
institute of Advaita Vedanta.
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As per a release, the work on the multi-metal statue, the museum and institute was set in
motion on Friday by tolling the bell of oneness and spreading the tremor of the profound,
inclusive Vedantic philosophy unto each soul in the country and to the rest of the globe.

“Today’s event marked the beginning of the first phase of work at the site of this mammoth
project. This architectural wonder was envisioned by the Madhya Pradesh government, under
the guidance of the Acharya Shankar Sanskritik Ekta Nyas and the MPSTDC (Madhya Pradesh
State Tourism Development Corporation),” the release said.

Pouersd By VDO.AI

INDIA'S POPULATION

LEAP & CHINA'S SULK

The statue will be accompanied by a museum complex, fashioned with traditional temple
architecture style. It will have 3D hologram projection galleries, artworks, a wide-screen theatre
and a cultural boat ride called Advaita Narmada Vihar, where the visitors will be embarking on
an audio-visual journey through the great teachings and anecdotes of Adi Shankaracharya, it
said.

Shri Adi Shankaracharya International Institute of Advaita Vedanta will be a centre for further
study, understanding and sharing of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Vedanta, the
release said.

The principal architect of the Statue of Oneness, Dikshu C Kukreja was also present on the
occasion. This gigantic project has been designed by CP Kukreja Architects.

“We are privileged that masters of such stature have arrived to offer their expertise on the
Ekatma Dham. We hope the Ekatma Dham will keep alive the teachings of Shri Adi
Shankaracharya and that it becomes one of the most revered spiritual destinations,” a release
quoting the chief minister and issued by Daaji-Spiritual Guide of Heartfulness said. PTI MAS
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India News | MP: Work on 108 Ft Tall Statute of Adi
Shankaracharya Begins at Omkareshwar

Get latest articles and stories on India at LatestLY. Madbya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivroj Singh
Chouhan and noted spiritual gurus on Friday visited Omkareshwar, where  108-feet tal statute
of Adi Shankaracharya called "Statue of Oneness” wil be built along with a grand museum
‘Advaita Lok and an institute of Advaita Vedant.
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Bhopal, May 5 (PTI) Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouan and noted spirtual
guius on Fiiday visited Omkareshwar, where a 108-feet tll satute of Adi Shankaracharya
called “Statue of Oneness will be built along with a grand museum ‘Advaita Lok’ and an
institute of Advata Vedanta.
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Also Read | Madhya Pradesh: Three Youngsters Banned from Consuming Alcohol, Drugs
for One Year for Vandali

ing Vehicles.

s per a release, the work on the multi-metal statue, the museum and institute was set in
mation on Friday by tolling the bell of aneness and spreading the tremor of the profound,
inclusive Vedantic philosophy unto each soul in the country and to the rest of the globe.

Also Read | NCP Chief Sharad Pawar Refutes Speculations of
Also Says 'If Anybody Wants To Leave, Nobody Can Stop Them

integration in Party;

“Today's event marked the beginning of the first phase of work at the site of this mammoth

project. This architectural wonder was envisioned by the Madhya Pradsh government, under
the guidance of the Acharya Shankar Sanskaitik Ekta Nyas and the MPSTDC (Madhya Pradesh
State Tourism Development Corporation),* the release said

The statue will be accompanied by a museum compler, fashioned with taditional temple
architecture styl. It will have 3D hologram projection galleries, artworks, a wide-screen theatr
and a cultural boat ride called Advaita Narmada Vihar, where the visitors will be embarking or
an audio visualjourney through the great teachings and anecclotes of Adi Shankaracharya, it
said.

Shri Adi Shankaracharya International Institute of Advaita Vedanta wil be a centre for further
study, understanding and sharing of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Vedanta, the
telease said. The principal architect of the Statue of Oneness, Dikshu C Kukieja was also
present on the accasion. This gigantic project has been designed by CP Kukreja Architects.

“We are privileged that masters of such stature have arrived to offer their expertise on the
Ekatma Dham. We hope the Ekatma Dham will keep alive the teachings of Shii Adi
Shankaracharya and that it becomes one of the most revered spirtual destinations a release:
quoting the chief minister and issued by Dagji-Spiritual Guide of Heartfulness said

(This is an unedited and auto-generated story from Syndicated News feed, Latestl Stoff may
not have modfied or edited the content body)
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